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2011 as National Oceans Month. I call upon Americans to take action
to protect, conserve, and restore our oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8689 of June 10, 2011
Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On June 14, 1777, the Second Constitutional Congress adopted a flag
with thirteen stripes and thirteen stars to represent our Nation, one star
for each of our founding colonies. The stars were set upon a blue field,
in the words of the Congress’s resolution, “‘representing a new con-
stellation” in the night sky. What was then a fledgling democracy has
flourished and expanded, as we constantly strive toward a more perfect
Union.

Through the successes and struggles we have faced, the American flag
has been ever present. It has flown on our ships and military bases
around the world as we continue to defend liberty and democracy
abroad. It has been raised in yards and on porches across America on
days of celebration, and as a sign of our shared heritage. And it is low-
ered on days of remembrance to honor fallen service members and
public servants; or when tragedy strikes and we join together in
mourning. Our flag is the mark of one country, one people, uniting
under one banner.

When the American flag soars, so too does our Nation and the ideals
it stands for. We remain committed to defending the liberties and free-
doms it represents, and we give special thanks to the members of the
Armed Forces who wear our flag proudly. On Flag Day, and during Na-
tional Flag Week, we celebrate the powerful beacon of hope that our
flag has become for us all, and for people around the world.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated
June 14 of each year as “Flag Day” and requested that the President
issue an annual proclamation calling for its observance and for the dis-
play of the flag of the United States on all Federal Government build-
ings. The Congress also requested, by joint resolution approved June 9,
1966, as amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President annually issue a
proclamation designating the week in which June 14 occurs as “Na-
tional Flag Week” and call upon citizens of the United States to dis-
play the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2011, as Flag Day and
the week beginning June 12, 2011, as National Flag Week. I direct the
appropriate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government
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buildings during that week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag
Day and National Flag Week by displaying the flag. I also call upon
the people of the United States to observe with pride and all due cere-
mony those days from Flag Day through Independence Day, also set
aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor America, to
celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and to pub-
licly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8690 of June 17, 2011
Father’s Day, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Parenthood is the ultimate gift and an incredible responsibility. Every
day, fathers across our country give everything they have to build a
better future for their family, asking nothing in return but their chil-
dren’s love and success. On Father’s Day, we honor the men in our
lives who have helped shape us for the good, and we recommit to sup-
porting fatherhood in our families, in our communities, and across our
Nation.

Fathers, along with our mothers, are our first teachers, coaches, and ad-
visors. They help us grow into adults, consoling us in times of need
and celebrating with us in times of triumph. Strong male role models
come in all forms, but they have one thing in common: they show up
and give it their best. A father figure may be a biological father, or he
may be a surrogate father who raises, mentors, or cares for another’s
child. Every family is different, but what matters is the unconditional
support, guidance, and love fathers and mentors give us throughout
life.

Today, too many children in our country grow up without such sup-
port and guidance. A father’s absence is felt by children, families, and
communities in countless ways, leaving a hole that can have lasting ef-
fects. Their absence is also felt by mothers, who work overtime and
double shifts, put food on the table, and care for children alone while
trying to make ends meet. And it is felt in our communities, when
boys grow up without male leaders to inspire them.

My Administration has made supporting fathers and their communities
a priority. Last year on Father’s Day, I announced the President’s Fa-
therhood and Mentoring Initiative, a nationwide effort to support orga-
nizations that foster responsible fatherhood and help re-engage fathers
in the lives of their children. We have bolstered community and faith-
based programs that provide valuable support networks for fathers. We
are also promoting work-life balances that benefit families, and
partnering with businesses across America to create opportunities for
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